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CONFIDENTIAL HONG KONG 4952 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRD CH CU 

SUBJ: FIRST STAGE OF SINO-CUBAN TRADE TALKS CONCLUDED 

1. CUBAN FOREIGN TRADE VICE-MINISTER GERMAN AMADO 
BLANCO LEFT PEKING MAY 1 AFTER ATTENDING THE "FIRST 
STAGE" OF NEGOTIATIONS ON THE 1974 TRADE PROTOCOL. 

SOME MEMBERS OF HIS DELEGATION REMAINED BEHIND, HOWEVER, 
PRESUMABLY TO WORK OUT REMAINING DETAILS. NEGOTIATIONS 
BEGAN WITH BLANCO'S ARRIVAL AS LEADER OF A WORKING LEVEL 
DELEGATION ON FEBRUARY 7 (HK 2623). DURING HIS STAY 
IN PEKING, BLANCO MET WITH FOREIGN TRADE MINISTER LI 
CHIANG BEFORE BEING SEEN OFF BY FTVM CHAI SHU-FAN 
(NCNA). 

2. IF PAST PRACTICE HOLDS, A CHINESE DELEGATION WILL 
SOON TRAVEL TO HAVANA TO ACTUALLY SIGN THE ACCORD. 

FOR THE PAST THREE YEARS THE NEGOTIATIONS HAVE BEEN 
HELD IN PEKING, BUT THE AGREEMENT HAS BEEN SIGNED IN 
ALTERNATE CAPITALS. SINO-CUBAN TRADE RELATIONS HAVE 
BEEN TROUBLED IN THE PAST BY POLITICAL PROBLEMS AND 
CUBA'S DIFFICULTY IN FULFILLING ITS QUOTA FOR SUGAR DELIVERIES. 
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